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THE BRILLIANT WINTER SKY
Everyone has noticed the richness of the winter sky. In a great
horseshoe one finds many of the most familiar objects and constel-
lations, including the Pleiades; the Great Nebula of Orion; the
famous twins, Pollux and Castor; Sirius, our brightest star; and,
including Pollux and Sirius, seven of the fifteen first-magnitude
stars that are visible from latitude 40 degrees north.
The Horseshoe. Imagine yourself facing due east in the early
evening late in December. You are facing the horseshoe. Its
prongs stretch up towards the zenith, the curved part grazes the
horizon. Beginning at the top at our right, swinging down to the
horizon, then across to the left and up the other prong, we find:
the Pleiades; the Hyades; Aldebaran; Betel'geitse and Rigel; Sirius;
Procyon; Pollux; Castor; Capella.
The curve joining the two prongs is formed by Sirius at the
right and Procyon at the left, both only a short distance above the
horizon. Later on in the year the whole group will be higher, and
in the late spring will be setting in the evening; but if the observer
will memorize the names in the order given he will never have
any difficulty in recognizing this richest of all heavenly groups.
The stars maintain the same relative positions as the whole pano-
rama wheels through the sky. It is useful to memorize the names
in the fall and watch the horseshoe slowly rise, prongs first, bring-
ing Pleiades and Capella into view in the early evening in October.
Pleiades and Hyades. These clusters of faint stars are, with
the first-magnitude star Aldebaran, the most beautiful objects in
the constellation Taurus, the Bull. Aldebaran is the animal's red
eye. In a pair of low-powered binoculars the Pleiades (the Seven
Sisters of antiquity) reveal a question-mark, perfect except for a
careless misplacing of the dot a little to one side at the foot. All